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Philosophy C115  

Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason Paul Tulipana 

Spring 2019 Dodd Hall 355 

WF 12-1:50p ptulipana@ucla.edu 

Rolfe Hall 3105 Office hours WF 11a-12p OBA 

 

 

Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason 

 

 

 

Between 1756 and 1770, Immanuel Kant published roughly twenty scientific and philosophical 

treatises. His philosophical texts from this period offer new alternatives within the then-

prominent rationalist tradition. Between 1770 and 1780, Kant published virtually nothing. After 

a decade of silence, in 1781 he published the Critique of Pure Reason, a work he claimed would 

instigate a revolution in philosophy. In the book’s preface, he writes that its “critical” approach 

promises to resolve the heretofore unresolvable disputes that have characterized metaphysics 

since its beginning, offering a middle way between familiar forms of over-ambitious rationalist 

thought and a skepticism born of empiricist underachievement.  

The central idea of Kant’s philosophy is that humans are legislators, issuers of laws. In the 

Critique of Pure Reason, he argues that the most basic features of the world of our experience 

derive from laws that we issue to nature. In this course, we will grapple with Kant’s attempt to 

think this idea through. The result is a novel and powerful philosophical picture that continues to 

exert a profound influence today. 
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Requirements 

Nobody who has not completed all the requirements of the course can pass it. 

Reading 

The Critique of Pure Reason is hard to read and understand. Reading the text multiple times 

always repays the effort.  

I offer two suggestions for secondary literature below. These books can be helpful in orienting 

oneself when at sea in the source material. They should, however, be treated as secondary. 

Students should focus their attention primarily on Kant’s text.  

Lectures 

Regular attendance is expected and participation is encouraged. Students should exercise 

common courtesy to their instructors and fellow classmates by avoiding the use of distracting 

applications during lecture, including email, web browsing, chat programs, etc. 

Midterm essay 

A short writing exercise (roughly 1500-2000 words in length) will be due around midterm. It will 

be primarily expository in character. It will account for 50% of students’ final grades. I’ll be 

handing out possible essay topics in advance. 

Exam  

Students will write a take-home final exam during the end-quarter exam period. It will account 

for 50% of each student’s final grade.  

Late Assignments 

Late writing assignments will be penalized one third of one letter grade (i.e., A- becomes B+) 

every 24 hours, starting ten minutes after the deadline. Exceptions to the lateness policy will be 

made only in cases I deem exceptional. 

Accessible Education Information 

Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations should submit their request for 

accommodations to the Center for Accessible Education (CAE) as soon as possible, as it may 

take up to two weeks for the CAE to review the request. If you are already registered with the 

CAE, you can request a letter of accommodation on the Student Portal, otherwise please submit 

your request via the CAE website. Please note that the CAE does not send letters to instructors--

you must request that I view the letter in the online Faculty Portal. Once you have requested your 

accommodations via the Student Portal, please notify me immediately so I can view your letter. 

For more information, please visit the CAE website (www.cae.ucla.edu), visit the CAE at A255 

Murphy Hall, or contact them by phone at (310) 825-1501. 
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Texts 

Required Books 

Kant, Immanuel. The Critique of Pure Reason (Cambridge Edition of the Works of Immanuel 

Kant), trans. Paul Guyer and Allen Wood / ISBN-10: 9780521657297 

Optional Books 

Kant, Immanuel, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics that May be Able to Come Forward 

as a Science (Cambridge Texts in the History of Philosophy), trans. G. Hatfield / ISBN-10: 

0521535352 

Gardner, Sebastian. The Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Kant and the Critique of Pure 

Reason / ISBN-10: 041511909X 

Wood, Allen W. Kant (Blackwell Great Minds) / ISBN-10: 0631232826 

Schedule of Topics1 

1. Introduction: Kant, His Life and Work & The Project of the Critique  

2. Rationalist overreaching 

 Descartes, Meditations V (available on the CCLE course website—“online”) 

 CPR Impossibility of an ontological proof, A590-602/B610-30 

 CPR B Introduction III, B6-10/A2-6 

3. Empiricist underachievement  

 Hume, Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, chap. 4: “Skeptical doubts 

concerning the understanding” (online) 

 CPR Impossibility of a skeptical satisfaction, A758-69/B786-97 

 CPR B Introduction I-II, VI, B1-B6, B19-B24 

4. The Copernican Revolution 

 Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” (online) 

 CPR B Preface, Bvii-Bxliv 

5. Basic distinctions 

 CPR B Introduction, B1-30 

 CPR Intro to the Transcendental Aesthetic, A19-22/B33-6 

 CPR On logic in general, A50-5/B74-9 

 Kant, Jäsche Logic, §5, 9:33-9 (online) 

                                                           
1 Schedule is subject to change. 
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6. Space & time 

 CPR On space, B36-45 & On time, B46-58 

7. Transcendental idealism  

 CPR General remarks on the aesthetic, B59-73 

 Galileo, from The Assayer (online) 

 Optional: Kant, Prolegomena, Notes to Part I, 4:287-294 (online) 

8. Transcendental logic and the categories 

 CPR Transcendental logic, A50-66/B74-91 

 CPR On the logical use of reason, A303-05/B360-1 

 CPR On the clue to the discovery of the categories, B91-116 

 Meier, Excerpt from the Doctrine of Reason, §9: “Of Learned Judgments” (online) 

9. Transcendental deduction 

 CPR On the principles of a transcendental deduction, B116-29 

 Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding, 2.21.1-7 (online) 

 CPR B Deduction §§15-27, B129-69  

10. Self-knowledge: rationalist overreaching and empiricist underachievement revisited 

 CPR B Deduction §§16, 25, B132-36, B157-59 (re-read) 

 Descartes, from Meditations VI (online) 

 Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, 1.4.6.1-4 (online) 

 CPR B Paralogisms, B399-432 

11. A system of principles: laws to nature 

 CPR System of principles, A148-162/B187-202 

 CPR Analogies of experience, A176-81/B218-224 

 CPR First Analogy, A182-89/B224-32 

 CPR Second analogy, A189-211/B232-56 

12. The antinomy of pure reason 

 CPR The Antinomy I, II (Intro & Third conflict), A405-25/B432-53, A444-51/B472-79 

 CPR The Antinomy III-VIII, A462-515/B490-543 

 CPR, The Antinomy IX.III, first part, A530-37/B560-65 

13. Natural necessity and rational freedom 

 CPR, The Antinomy IX.III, second part, A538-58/B566-86 

 CPR B Preface, Bxviii-Bxxxi (re-read) 

 Kant, Critique of Practical Reason, Principles of Pure Practical Reason 5-8, 5:28-33 

(online) 


